A time of opportunity in schizophrenia.
The European Expert Panel on the contemporary treatment of schizophrenia set out to create a document that would enhance the clinical practice of schizophrenia across Europe. Drawing on the interests and strengths of the multinational group, the Panel took a new look at the current management of schizophrenia and identified areas where common practice and best practice currently diverge. Thorough analysis of the literature plus critical clinical judgement has resulted in the Principles of Practice , which represent a new philosophy for the care of people with schizophrenia. This 17-point statement covers the entire range of schizophrenia management, from diagnosis and assessment of the first episode, through to long-term care of the patient with chronic illness. Much of the literature that informed the Panel discussion is presented in the papers that form this Supplement.